
Welcome to the
2025

Pacific NW News 
Conference



2025
Associate 

Newspaper 
Contest



Graphics

3rd Place

Eugene Weekly

Cover Illustration for Eugene Weekly Vol. 43 No. 15

Chelsea Lovejoy



Graphics

2nd Place

Smoke Signals

Contest Powwow

Samuel Briggs III



Graphics

1st Place

Our Town

Don Pettit back in orbit

Tavis Bettoli Lotten



Design

2nd Place

Smoke Signals

Feb. 1, Aug. 1 and Nov. 1 editions

Justin Phillips



Design

1st Place

Source Weekly-Bend

Source Weekly Editorial Design Execution

Jennifer Galler, Nicole Vulcan



Best Editorial Column

3rd Place

Source Weekly-Bend

Source Weekly Opinion Page

Nicole Vulcan, Aaron Switzer



Best Editorial Column

2nd Place

Our Town

Sports & Rec column

James Day



Best Editorial Column

1st Place

Portland Tribune

From the Editor

Dana Haynes



Best Feature Writing

3rd Place

Our Town

Building a path, a future - Colegio Cesar Chavez legacy continues

Melissa Wagoner



Best Feature Writing

2nd Place

Portland Tribune

Oregon State’s Lauren Letzsch set to make return to 
gymnastics team in wake of heart diagnosis

Isaac Streeter



Best Feature Writing

1st Place

Source Weekly-Bend

Klamath River Dam Removal Series

Nicole Vulcan



Best News Writing

3rd Place

Eugene Weekly

Unhoused and Unwelcome

Catalyst Journalism Project, Emily Rogers



Best News Writing

2nd Place

Eugene Weekly

Trauma, Intervened

Emerson Brady



Best News Writing

1st Place

Eugene Weekly

Stung: The inside story at Eugene Weekly of 
embezzlement, heart- break, survival

Camilla Mortensen



Best News Photo

3rd Place

Eugene Weekly

Chris Kerner

Todd 
Cooper



Best News Photo

2nd Place

Portland Tribune

Staff Photo: Jonathan House

Jonathan House



Best News Photo

1st Place

Portland Tribune

Staff Photo: Jaime Valdez

Jaime Valdez



Target Audience Publication 
General Excellence

3rd Place

Our Town

Our Town May 15, Oct. 15 and Nov. 15 submitted by mail

Staff



Target Audience Publication 
General Excellence

2nd Place

Eugene Weekly

Eugene Weekly target audience

Staff



Target Audience Publication General 
Excellence

1st Place

Smoke Signals

General Excellence

Smoke Signals staff



Congratulations to all 
our winners and thank 
you for participating in 

the 2025 Associate 
Member Publications 

Contest



2025
Pacific NW News

Contest



Best Special Section or Issue
Division I

2nd Place

The Chronicle

3rd Place
The Chronicle

1st Place
The Madras Pioneer
Sageland Magazine Summer 2024

Staff

Cottage Grove Visitor Guide - History

The Chronicle

Fall Sports Preview

Staff



Best Special Section or Issue
Division G-H

2nd Place

Lake Oswego Review

3rd Place
The New Era

1st Place
Lake Oswego Review
Amazing Kids 2024

Staff

Salute to Veterans 2024

Staff

2024 Linn County Parks and Recreation Guide(Published by The New Era)

Chris Chapman, Casey Rossio



Best Special Section or Issue
Division E-F

2nd Place

Columbia Gorge News

3rd Place
Columbia Gorge News

1st Place
The Astorian
The Astorian - Annual Outdoors issue

Lissa Brewer, John Bruijn, staff

COLUMIBA GORGE VISITOR GUIDE

LISA BECHARAS, DESIGN AND CGN STAFF

FIRE

Staff



Best Special Section or Issue
Division D

2nd Place

Herald and News

1st Place
Yakima Republic
Women in Business

Kathleen Ballard

Sunday sports extra

Gene Warnick



Best Special Section or Issue
Division A

2nd Place

Grants Pass Daily Courier

3rd Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier

1st Place
The Seattle Times
Seattle Pride at 50: LGBTQ+ people who shaped Washington

Staff

Summer Adventures

Staff

Business Pulse

Staff



Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue
Division I-J

2nd Place

Canyon Weekly

3rd Place
The Madras Pioneer

1st Place
The Madras Pioneer
Bringing Back Antelope

Kiva Hanson

Frerees adds sparkle to Portland Airport

James Day

Kah-Nee-Ta Resort reopens in Warm Springs

Kiva Hanson



Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue
Division H

2nd Place

The Graphic

3rd Place
Wilsonville Spokesman

1st Place
Woodburn Independent
‘This is kind of a scary year’

Sophia Cossette

Wineries sue PacifiCorp for negligence in 2020 wildfires

Gary Allen

An intensifying dispute

Krista Kroiss



Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue
Division G

2nd Place

South County Spotlight

3rd Place
Lake Oswego Review

1st Place
South County Spotlight
‘The right fit for everybody’

Scott Keith

More than just rolling greens

Scott Keith

How will major changes to real estate regulations affect LO industry?

Corey Buchanan



Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue
Division F

2nd Place

Columbia Gorge News

1st Place
Columbia Gorge News
Merkley plastics

Nathan Wilson

Diamond Fruit Growers

Nathan Wilson

3rd Place
Forest Grove News Times - Hillsboro Tribune

Rising from the 

ashes Nick LaMora



Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue
Division E

2nd Place

Argus Observer

3rd Place
The Astorian

1st Place
Mid-Valley Media
ADH/CGT business stories: Workforce housing/ health care 
buyout/ downtown business
Ella Hutcherson, Alex Powers, Kosiso Ugwuede

Students show community how to turn plastics into 
fuel

Leslie Thompson

Best Business Coverage - The Astorian

Olivia Palmer



Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue
Division D

2nd Place

Rogue Valley Times

3rd Place
Herald and News

1st Place
Rogue Valley Times
Twists and turns: Times marks anniversary of its whirlwind first year

Robert Galvin

White City’s NIC Industries gets $190M in damages

Nick Morgan

Lake Ewauna project

Zak Keeney



Best Coverage of Business or Economic Issue
Division A-C

2nd Place

Oregonian

3rd Place
Spokesman-Review

1st Place
The Seattle Times
Blowout/fallout

Staff

Nike culture

Matthew Kish

Tom Clouse’s entry for Best Coverage of Business

Thomas Clouse



Best Editorial
Division I

2nd Place

The Madras Pioneer

3rd Place
The Chronicle

1st Place
The Madras Pioneer
Bill Walton

Tony Ahern

Best of American Rock and Roll

Tony Ahern

Plagiarism discovered

Noel Nash, Erin Tierney-Heggenstaller



Best Editorial
Division G-H

2nd Place

Central Oregonian

1st Place
The New Era
Local Newspaper Facing Dire Situation

Scott Swanson

Admin Leave, Unlikely Friendship, Social Media

Jason Chaney



Best Editorial
Division F

2nd Place

Columbia Gorge News

1st Place
News-Register
Leave medical choices to us, without political interference, and others

Steve Bagwell

Editorial column

Trisha Walker and Chelsea Marr



Best Editorial
Division E

2nd Place

Mid-Valley Media

3rd Place
Argus Observer

1st Place
The Astorian
Best Editorial - The Astorian

Derrick DePledge

DH and GT editorials

Penny Rosenberg

Opinions from the Editor’s Desk

Leslie Thompson



Best Editorial
Division A-D

2nd Place

Rogue Valley Times

3rd Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier

1st Place
Oregonian
Editorials by Helen Jung

Helen Jung

Robert Galvin Editorial entry

Robert Galvin

Editorials by Scott Stoddard

Scott Stoddard



Best Editorial Page
Division E-F

2nd Place

Mid-Valley Media

3rd Place
Columbia Gorge News

1st Place
News-Register
News-Register’s Viewpoints Section

Staff

DH and GT Three editorial pages

Penny Rosenberg and Steve Gress

Trisha Walker and Chelsea Marr

Staff



Best Editorial Page
Division A

2nd Place

Oregonian

1st Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier
Daily Courier editorial pages

Scott Stoddard

The Oregonian editorial pages

Helen Jung



Best Educational Coverage
Division I

2nd Place

The Madras Pioneer

1st Place
The Chronicle
Career Technical Education Series

The Chronicle

Dual Language Program splits amidst parental concerns

Kiva Hanson



Best Educational Coverage
Division H

2nd Place

West Linn Tidings

3rd Place
Woodburn Independent

1st Place
The Newberg Graphic
Newberg-Dundee schools face monumental budget shortfall

Gary Allen

‘A part of humanity’

Mac Larsen

State testing shows divide in Marion County schools

Sophia Cossette



Best Educational Coverage
Division G

2nd Place

Lake Oswego Review

3rd Place
Lake Oswego Review

1st Place
South County Spotlight
St. Helens School District reckons with sex abuse allegations

Kaelyn Cassidy, Lauren Bishop, Scott Keith

Building blocks

Mac Larsen

Expanding horizons

Mac Larsen



Best Educational Coverage
Division F

3rd Place
Tigard Tualatin Times

1st Place
News-Register
‘Way beyond the classroom’

Starla Pointer

2nd Place

Forest Grove News Times - Hillsboro Tribune
Restoration or 

demolition Nick LaMora

Raising the bar(n)

Ray Pitz



Best Educational Coverage
Division E

2nd Place

Argus Observer

3rd Place
Argus Observer

1st Place
Argus Observer
Did board members violate Oregon Public Meetings Law?

Leslie Thompson

Continuing the grade-level schools discussion

Leslie Thompson

Malheur will be the only county in eastern Oregon with two print newspapers after July 
1

Antonio Sunseri



Best Educational Coverage
Division D

2nd Place

Rogue Valley Times

3rd Place
Rogue Valley Times

1st Place
Yakima Republic
Challenged books will stay in Selah High School library

Tammy Ayer

‘I stand with Doney’

Bufy Pollock

Perfect connection; Shaila Meyer makes history at Eagle Point High

Buffy Pollock



Best Educational Coverage
Division B-C

2nd Place

Bend Bulletin

3rd Place
Roseburg News-Review

1st Place
Roseburg News-Review
Fair time is competition time

Gloria Coleman

Central Oregon Community College has made its mark over 75 years

Noemi Arellano-Summer

Blessed Burn: Glide area community members conduct prescribed burn

Gloria Coleman



Best Educational Coverage
Division A

2nd Place

Oregonian

3rd Place
Oregonian

1st Place
Oregonian
Top doc out

Noelle Crombie

Harmony Academy

Nicole Hayden

College conundrum

Sami Edge, Julia Silverman



Best Enterprise Reporting
Division J

2nd Place

McKenzie River Reflections

3rd Place
Canyon Weekly

1st Place
Canyon Weekly
PacificCorp admits to out-of-Court juror contact

Stephen Floyd

Investors banking on forests’ carbon promise

Ken Engelman

Canyon struggles to produce election candidates

James Day



Best Enterprise Reporting
Division I

2nd Place

The Madras Pioneer

3rd Place
The Madras Pioneer

1st Place
The Chronicle
Ethics Commission Investigation

The Chronicle

Where did the COVID money go?

Kiva Hanson

County buys land in effort to bring industry into urban zone

Kiva Hanson



Best Enterprise Reporting
Division H

2nd Place

West Linn Tidings

3rd Place
West Linn Tidings

1st Place
West Linn Tidings
Reporting on fallout from police investigation of Dr. David Farley

Holly Bartholomew

Reporting on a case of harassment on West Linn City Council

Holly Bartholomew

Reporting on disappearance of Christina Ase

Holly Bartholomew



Best Enterprise Reporting
Division G

2nd Place

South County Spotlight

3rd Place
South County Spotlight

1st Place
Lake Oswego Review
Culture surrounding LO baseball under question following complaint

Mac Larsen

St. Helens school district comms adviser steps down

Kaelyn Cassidy

‘He was dead within the hour’

Scott Keith



Best Enterprise Reporting
Division F

1st Place
Tigard Tualatin Times
Questions remain surrounding man’s death on TriMet Max Light Rail train

Nick LaMora

2nd Place

Forest Grove News Times - Hillsboro Tribune
Horning’s Hideout had legal troubles long before co-owner’s 

murder Lauren Bishop

3rd Place
Forest Grove News Times - Hillsboro Tribune

‘Outright intimidation’

Nick LaMora, Lauren Bishop



Best Enterprise Reporting
Division E

2nd Place

Argus Observer

3rd Place
Mid-Valley Media

1st Place
Mid-Valley Media
ADH: Albany shelter faces federal lawsuit as whistleblower 
faces home- lessness
Shayla Escudero

Family still seeking answers a year after 21-year-old Brionna Turpitt’s death

Leslie Thompson

CGT: ‘Dangerous’ support dog was euthanized; Corvallis owner searches for 
closure, answers

Kosiso Ugwuede



Best Enterprise Reporting
Division D

2nd Place

Rogue Valley Times

3rd Place
Rogue Valley Times

1st Place
The Outlook
We should feel safe

Christopher Keizur

Medical Aid in Dying: ‘They can make the choice they want’

Nick Morgan

Tort claim notice filed against city, MPD

Erick Bengel



Best Enterprise Reporting
Division B

2nd Place

Lewiston Tribune

3rd Place
Bend Bulletin

1st Place
Bend Bulletin
Warm Springs addresses Indigenous homelessness with culture, connec-
tion and housing-first model
Clayton Franke

Milo Warnock investigation

Kaylee Brewster, Teddy Feinberg

Bend man who survived Safeway shooting now advocates for gun control measure

Suzanne Roig



Best Enterprise Reporting
Division A

2nd Place

The Seattle Times

3rd Place
Oregonian

1st Place
Oregonian
SOLD FOR SEX

Hillary Borrud

Migrants flee suffering, endure jungle to seek asylum in Seattle, by Nina Shapiro

Nina Shapiro, Ivy Ceballo

Oregon State Police culture

Maxine Bernstein



Best Feature Story General
Division I

2nd Place

The Madras Pioneer

3rd Place
The Madras Pioneer

1st Place
The Chronicle
Launching Fourth: ‘Barbie’ goes cliff diving

The Chronicle

Bull Trout a unique catch to Lake Billy Chinook

Kiva Hanson

Gambler 500 cleans up Grassland

Kiva Hanson



Best Feature Story General
Division H

2nd Place

Sandy Post

3rd Place
Wilsonville Spokesman

1st Place
West Linn Tidings
Part of the crew

Holly Bartholomew

Free to read; Grief made Visible; Grinch Gave Christmas; More than a dog; Record Shop

Brit Allen

‘Getting the right resources to the right people’

Krista Kroiss



Best Feature Story General
Division G

2nd Place

Central Oregonian

3rd Place
Lake Oswego Review

1st Place
Central Oregonian
In Search of the Stars

Jason Chaney

Repairing Riparian Habitat

Jason Chaney

The lost road

Corey Buchanan



Best Feature Story General
Division F

1st Place
News-Register
1 to 2 a.m. on Third Street

KIRBY NEUMANN-REA

2nd Place

Forest Grove News Times - Hillsboro Tribune
Unsolved mysteries Nick LaMora

3rd Place
News-Register

Positive force STARLA POINTER



Best Feature Story General
Division E

2nd Place

Mid-Valley Media

3rd Place
Longview Daily News

1st Place
Argus Observer
Spending time with dad

Antonio Sunseri

DH GT best feature: Memories made and lost

Shayla Escudero

Kelso senior fights rare syndrome to start as quarterback this fall

Dan Rosenfield



Best Feature Story General
Division D

2nd Place

Rogue Valley Times

3rd Place
Rogue Valley Times

1st Place
The Outlook
Damascus Dogs

Christopher Keizur

Ashland photographer captures faces, stories on Ukrainian domestic front in book

James Sloan

‘This can never happen again,’ 79th anniversary of Hiroshima bombing

Buffy Pollock



Best Feature Story General
Division B-C

2nd Place

Bend Bulletin

3rd Place
Roseburg News-Review

1st Place
The News-Review
To hell and back: Experiences of a Douglas County WWII veteran

Andrew Griffin

Family seeks to shed the stigma of Bend man’s overdose death

Suzanne Roig

Jo Lane’s Thompson wins music education award

Gloria Coleman



Best Feature Story General
Division A

2nd Place

The Seattle Times

3rd Place
Oregonian

1st Place
Oregonian
Could he have been saved?

Julia Silverman

Seattle’s Smith Brothers has lasted a century by focusing on relationships

Jackie Varriano

The Last Thing They Wanted

Tom Hallman Jr., Douglas Perry



Best Feature Personality
Division I-J

2nd Place

Canyon Weekly

3rd Place
The Chronicle

1st Place
The Chronicle
Iconic bookstore sold

Ron Hartman

Lincoln’s Light

Melissa Wagoner

Heyman honored by RAF

Ron Hartman



Best Feature Personality
Division H

2nd Place

Wilsonville Spokesman

3rd Place
Sandy Post

1st Place
Sandy Post
Tracy Hoyle

Brit Allen

‘A second chance’

Krista Kroiss

Tobias Anderson

Brit Allen



Best Feature Personality
Division G

2nd Place

Lake Oswego Review

3rd Place
South County Spotlight

1st Place
Central Oregonian
Calling to the Kitchen

Jason Chaney

Lake Oswego writer and editor reflects on Emmy Award

Corey Buchanan

An ornithological phenomenon

Scott Keith



Best Feature Personality
Division F

2nd Place

News-Register

3rd Place
News-Register

1st Place
Pendleton East Oregonian
Pendleton man with Alzheimer’s volunteers for clinical trials and coping 
with Alzheimer’s disease
Berit Thorson

Clearing the lens

KIRBY NEUMANN-REA

11 to midnight on DUII patrol

SCOTT UNGER



Best Feature Personality
Division E

2nd Place

The Astorian

3rd Place
Argus Observer

1st Place
Mid-Valley Media
CGT: She’s back! For Sydney Wiese, there’s no 
place like Gill Coliseum and Oregon State
Steve Gress

Best Feature - Personality - L&C - The Astorian

Olivia Palmer

Beloved Vale resident celebrates birthday

Antonio Sunseri



Best Feature Personality
Division D

2nd Place

Rogue Valley Times

3rd Place
Rogue Valley Times

1st Place
Yakima Republic
How a property manager and his tenants helped turn 
around two Yakima apartment buildings
Jasper Kenzo Sundeen

‘It’s a systemic failure,’ Hiking influencer will tackle PCT to raise awareness

Buffy Pollock

Prolific painter: Medford artist finds voice through portraiture

James Sloan



Best Feature Personality
Division A

2nd Place

Oregonian

3rd Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier

1st Place
Oregonian
A final decision

Zane Sparling

Rozz Rezabek

Douglas Perry

A century ago, he sued to own Oregon Caves

Scott Stoddard



Best Headline Writing
OPEN

2nd Place

The Seattle Times

3rd Place
News-Register

1st Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier
Scott Stoddard headlines

Scott Stoddard

Kaleigh Carroll headlines, The Seattle Times

Kaleigh Carroll

Square Off, Positive Force and more

Racheal Winter



Best Lifestyle Coverage
Division I

2nd Place

The Madras Pioneer

1st Place
The Chronicle
Rosie the Riveter Series

The Chronicle

The giant pumpkin

Kiva Hanson



Best Lifestyle Coverage
Division H

2nd Place

Wilsonville Spokesman

3rd Place
The New Era

1st Place
Wilsonville Spokesman
‘A second chance’

Krista Kroiss

Wilsonville church to close after more than 100 years

Krista Kroiss

Digging Up HIstory Builds Family Narrative

Sarah Brown



Best Lifestyle Coverage
Division G

2nd Place

Lake Oswego Review

3rd Place
South County Spotlight

1st Place
Lake Oswego Review
‘It’s very uplifting’

Corey Buchanan

Lake Oswego resident reflects on Emmy Award

Corey Buchanan

Oregon’s stalking law enters the modern age

Scott Keith



Best Lifestyle Coverage
Division F

2nd Place

News-Register

3rd Place
East Oregonian

1st Place
East Oregonian
Writing their way out

Berit Thorson

6 to 7 a.m. at the gym

EMILY BONSANT

Celebrating the little victories

Jayson Jacoby



Best Lifestyle Coverage
Division B-E

2nd Place

Rogue Valley Times

3rd Place
Bend Bulletin

1st Place
Yakima Republic
Yakima Neighborhood Health respite program gives 
people a place to heal away from the street
Jasper Kenzo Sundeen

‘I’m just ready to be home.’

Buffy Pollock

Cheesecake cart owner goes public with cancer battle, rebrands food cart

Janay Wright



Best Lifestyle Coverage
Division A

2nd Place

Oregonian

3rd Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier

1st Place
Oregonian
Bigfoot hunters

Samantha Swindler

Oldest bar

Samantha Swindler

Domes in front yard of Grants Pass home allow cacti to thrive despite Oregon rain

Vickie Aldous



Best Local Column
Division G-J

2nd Place

Canyon Weekly

3rd Place
The Chronicle

1st Place
Central Oregonian
Weird laws, Caregiving, Negative Ads

Jason Chaney

A recovered Santiam Canyon needs football and 2 others

James Day

Rotary & Togo; Global brands; Journalism joy

Noel Nash



Best Local Column
Division F

2nd Place

Columbia Gorge News

3rd Place
News-Register

1st Place
East Oregonian
Out and About

Jayson Jacoby

Wings on the River

Flora Martin Gibson

Whatchamacolumn

Jeb Bladine



Best Local Column
Division E

2nd Place

Mid-Valley Media

3rd Place
The Astorian

1st Place
Rogue Valley Times
The Potential Boondoggle of Greater Idaho

Becky Tallent

ADH/CGT Editor columns

Penny Rosenberg

In One Ear - Best Local Column - The Astorian

Elleda Wilson



Best Local Column
Division D

2nd Place

Yakima Republic

1st Place
Rogue Valley Times
Best Local Column

Robert Galvin

Spin the Black Circle

Joel Donofrio



Best Local Column
Division A-B

2nd Place

Oregonian

3rd Place
Oregonian

1st Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier
Paul Fattig columns

Paul Fattig

Sports columns by Bill Oram

Bill Oram

Why Tho?

Lizzy Acker



Best Sports Story
Division IJ

2nd Place

Canyon Weekly

3rd Place
Canyon Weekly

1st Place
The Chronicle
Luke Jackson returns

Ron Hartman

A recovered Santiam Canyon needs football

James Day

Santiam’s Peterson wins three medals at state track

James Day



Best Sports Story
Division H

2nd Place

Wilsonville Spokesman

3rd Place
West Linn Tidings

1st Place
Wilsonville Spokesman
Wilsonville’s Schaan named 5A Player of the Year

Miles Vance

Wilsonville’s Mark Wiepert finishes on top

Miles Vance

Back on top

Miles Vance



Best Sports Story
Division G

2nd Place

Central Oregonian

3rd Place
Lake Oswego Review

1st Place
Lake Oswego Review
Back in the game

Miles Vance

Wool Flies

Lon Austin

The Lakers step up

Miles Vance



Best Sports Story
Division F

2nd Place

News-Register

3rd Place
News-Register

1st Place
Forest Grove News Times - Hillsboro Tribune
Ethan Chung living hoop dream

Wade Evanson

Wrestling Rising Up

Tanner Russ

Opportunity of a lifetime

Staff



Best Sports Story
Division E

2nd Place

Argus Observer

3rd Place
Mid-Valley Media

1st Place
Longview Daily News
Kelso senior fights rare syndrome to start as 
quarterback this fall

Daniel Rosenfield

Hannah Hernandez aims ‘to grow the sport’ of girls 
wrestling

Leslie Thompson

CGT: Beavers stay true to philosophy and return to elite 
status

Steve Gress



Best Sports Story
Division CD

2nd Place

The Outlook

3rd Place
News-Review

1st Place
News-Review
Rodeo rides into Myrtle Creek

Gloria Coleman

The Gorge’s Champs

Christopher Keizur

Home run sends Lancers to 3A softball final

Gloria Coleman



Best Sports Story
Division A

2nd Place

Oregonian

3rd Place
Statesman Journal

1st Place
Oregonian
Conflict over coach’s tactics

Ryan Clarke

Jack Kane’s Journey

Joe Freeman

How Central’s Ty Cirino became one of the top distance runners in the nation

Jarrid Denney



Best Spot News Coverage
Division IJ

2nd Place

The Chronicle

3rd Place
McKenzie River Reflections

1st Place
Canyon Weekly
PacifiCorp admits to out-of-court juror 
contact

Stephen Floyd

SVdP withdraws offer from Cottage Grove

The Chronicle

Iceathon hits the area hard

Staff



Best Spot News Coverage
Division H

2nd Place

The Graphic

3rd Place
West Linn Tidings

1st Place
West Linn Tidings
Grand Ronde tribe protests PGE efforts to condemn land

Holly Bartholomew

VFW commander dismissed

Gary Allen

Community supports families of teens critically injured in crash

Holly Bartholomew



Best Spot News Coverage
Division G

2nd Place

Lake Oswego Review

3rd Place
Lake Oswego Review

1st Place
Lake Oswego Review
Jan. 24 coverage of winter storm

Corey Buchanan

‘This is an important case’; Men who filed Oswego Lake case testify

Corey Buchanan

Lake Oswego dad pleads guilty to drugging preteens

Corey Buchanan



Best Spot News Coverage
Division F

2nd Place

Columbia Gorge News

3rd Place
Columbia Gorge News

1st Place
News Times - Hillsboro Tribune
Lee Falls Fire burns 290 acres outside Gaston

Staff

The Klickitat River Delta: Lyle’s ongoing conundrum

Nathan Wilson

Invisible, odorless and likely inside your home

Nathan Wilson



Best Spot News Coverage
Division E

2nd Place

Argus Observer

3rd Place
Argus Observer

1st Place
Mid-Valley Media
DH-GT: Three strikes at once

Hans Boyle, Ella Hutcherson, Alex Powers

Surrounded by wildfires

Antonio Sunseri, Leslie Thompson

Pilot ‘burned up pretty bad’ in crash at Ontario airport

Leslie Thompson



Best Spot News Coverage
Division D

2nd Place

Rogue Valley Times

3rd Place
Rogue Valley Times

1st Place
Rogue Valley Times
Still Very Murky

Shaun Hall

Forest Glen in Canyonville abruptly shuttered, elderly and disabled residents left in limbo

Buffy Pollock

Doggone Happy Ending

Buffy Pollock



Best Spot News Coverage
Division A-B

2nd Place

Oregonian

3rd Place
Lewiston Tribune

1st Place
The Seattle Times
Bomb cyclone

Staff

Alaska Flight 1282

Zane Sparling

Gwen Fire

Elaine Williams



Best Writing
Division I

2nd Place

The Madras Pioneer

1st Place
The Chronicle
Cheryl Glass profile

Ron Hartman

Controvery marks record steelhead returns

Kiva Hanson



Best Writing
Division H

2nd Place

Wilsonville Spokesman

3rd Place
The Graphic

1st Place
West Linn Tidings
Best writing Holly Bartholomew

Holly Bartholomew

Best writing Krista Kroiss

Krista Kroiss

Bad wine; Saying goodbye; Cautionary tale

Gary Allen



Best Writing
Division G

2nd Place

South County Spotlight

3rd Place
Lake Oswego Review

1st Place
Lake Oswego Review
Best writing Mac Larsen

Mac Larsen

Comms adviser steps down; Shore to ship; ‘We need change’

Kaelyn Cassidy

Best writing Corey Buchanan

Corey Buchanan



Best Writing
Division F

3rd Place
Columbia Gorge News

1st Place
Tigard Tualatin Times
Like a food bank; Raising the bar(n); Yield to sound of sirens

Ray Pitz

2nd Place

News Times - Hillsboro Tribune
Rising from the ashes; The past came crumbling down; Unsolved 

mysteries Nick LaMora

Travis Marsten, National Study, Trout Lake

Trisha Walker



Best Writing
Division E

2rd Place

The Astorian

1st Place
Mid-Valley Media
DH GT Best writing Shayla Escudero

Shayla Escudero

Best Writing - The Astorian

Olivia Palmer



Best Writing
Division D

2nd Place

Rogue Valley Times

1st Place
The Outlook
Damascus Dogs; Firefighter Recovers; The Gorge’s Champs

Christopher Keizur

Best writing submission, Buffy Pollock

Buffy Pollock



Best Writing
Division A

2nd Place

The Seattle Times

3rd Place
Statesman Journal

1st Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier
Vickie Aldous articles

Vickie Aldous

Seattle’s economic life, as told by Paul Roberts

Paul Roberts

Salem parents David and DeLee Brown tackle suicide prevention in memory of son

Capi Lynn



Best Government Coverage
Division J

2nd Place

McKenzie River Reflections

1st Place
Canyon Weekly
Canyon Struggles to produce election candidates

James Day

Is Carmen-Smith too expensive to maintain?

Ken Engelman



Best Government Coverage
Division I

2nd Place

The Madras Pioneer

3rd Place
The Chronicle

1st Place
The Madras Pioneer
Madras closes homeless camp

Kiva Hanson

Two county commisioner cnadates outline their plans

Kiva Hanson

Cottage Grove City Council Recall

The Chronicle



Best Government Coverage
Division H

2nd Place

Wilsonville Spokesman

3rd Place
The New Era

1st Place
Sandy Post
Brit Allen

Staff

Wilsonville’s three ballot measures failed - now what?

Krista Kroiss

City Proclaims State of Emergency Ahead of Drawdown

Sarah Brown



Best Government Coverage
Division G

2nd Place

South County Spotlight

1st Place
Lake Oswego Review
At odds over Lake Grove

Corey Buchanan

Police call for St. Helens resignations

Scott Keith



Best Government Coverage
Division F

2nd Place

News-Register

3rd Place
Columbia Gorge News

1st Place
East Oregonian
Law enforcement decertification won’t keep new justice 
of the peace from taking office

Bennett Hall

Committee slashes HHS budget

NICOLE MONTESANO

Northwest Forest Plan

Nathan Wilson



Best Government Coverage
Division E

2nd Place

Argus Observer

3rd Place
The Astorian

1st Place
Mid-Valley Media
DH GT: Corvallis is updating its forest plan; some groups call the 
process flawed

Kosiso Ugwuede

OPD will go out to bid for new body cam system with redacting 
software

Leslie Thompson

Best Government coverage - The Astorian

Olivia Palmer



Best Government Coverage
Division D

2nd Place

Yakima Republic

1st Place
Rogue Valley Times
‘Asleep at the wheel,’ Officials report budget shortfall as high as $3M

Buffy Pollock

14th District sees more energy, candidates and cash after redistricting battle

Questen Inghram



Best Government Coverage
Division A

2nd Place

Grants Pass Daily Courier

3rd Place
Oregonian

1st Place
The Seattle Times
How Tukwila became a destination for thousands of 
migrants

David Kroman, Anna Patrick

Grants Pass School Board member pressured superintendent to pull books from 
library

Chris Bristol

Crater Lake failures

Jamie Hale



Best Page One Design
OPEN

2nd Place

News-Review

3rd Place
The Astorian

1st Place
News-Register
Remembering Shanny and more

Racheal Winter

June 9 page 1 design

Nathan Miller

The Astorian - Front page design

Matt Vann



Best Page One Design
Division A

2nd Place

Grants Pass Daily Courier

3rd Place
Spokesman-Review

1st Place
Spokesman-Review
Lindsey Treffry’s entry for Best Page One Designs

Lindsey Treffry

Page One designs by Scott Stoddard

Scott Stoddard

Caitlin Miller’s entries for Best Page One Design

Caitlin Miller



Best Graphics
OPEN

2nd Place

Mid-Valley Media

3rd Place
Mid-Valley Media

1st Place
The Seattle Times
One stream, many barriers

Fiona Martin

DH GT Best graphic: Imagine a world

Deborah Hile

DH GT Best graphic Development blockage

Deborah Hile



Best Feature Photo
Division G-I

2nd Place

Lake Oswego Review

3rd Place
Lake Oswego Review

1st Place
West Linn Tidings
West Linn’s wild 
weekend

J. Brian Monihan

Budding firefighters

Jaime Valdez

The force was with them

J. Brian Monihan



Best Feature Photo
Division F

2nd Place

News-Register

3rd Place
Columbia Gorge News

1st Place
Columbia Gorge News
Smoke and Fire

Noah Noteboom

Remembering Shanny

Rachel Thompson

100TH Bridge Birthday

NOAH NOTEBOOM



Best Feature Photo
Division C-E

2nd Place

Mid-Valley Media

3rd Place
News-Review

1st Place
Rogue Valley Times
Fair memories from the Expo

Andy Atkinson

DH GT feature photo: Lambs run

Jess Hume-Pantuso

Backside Brewing hosts burnout

Nathan Miller



Best Feature Photo
Division B

2nd Place

Eugene Register Guard

3rd Place
Bend Bulletin

1st Place
Bend Bulletin
Polar Plunge

Joe Kline

Northern Lights

Chris Pietsch

Deschutes River

Joe Kline



Best Feature Photo
Division A

2nd Place

The Seattle Times

3rd Place
The Seattle Times

1st Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier
Slimed

Julie Anderson

Generations

Ken Lambert

Moonshot

Jennifer Buchanan



Best News Photo
Division G-I

2nd Place

South County Spotlight

3rd Place
The Graphic

1st Place
Woodburn Independent
‘It’s kind of a scary year’

Jaime Valdez

‘It’s not getting swept under the rug’

Jaime Valdez

Newberg-Dundee superintendent protest

Gary Allen



Best News Photo
Division F

3rd Place
Tigard Tualatin Times

1st Place
Tigard Tualatin Times
Beaverton mourns Melissa Jubane

Jaime Valdez

2nd Place

News Times - Hillsboro Tribune
Scenes at the Lee Falls 

Fire Jaime Valdez

Picking up the (thawing) pieces

Jaime Valdez



Best News Photo
Division D-E

2nd Place

Argus Observer

3rd Place
Yakima Republic

1st Place
Rogue Valley Times
Prevent Defense

Jamie Lusch

Pilot ‘burned up pretty bad’ in crash at Ontario airport

Leslie Thompson

Twin sons’ births a miraculous part of Yakima Valley man’s efforts to turn his life around

Evan Abell



Best News Photo
Division B

2nd Place

Eugene Register Guard

3rd Place
Bend Bulletin

1st Place
Bend Bulletin
Scotus

Dean Guernsey

School leak

Ben Lonergan

El Sancho fire

Dean Guernsey



Best News Photo
Division A

2nd Place

Grants Pass Daily Courier

3rd Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier

1st Place
Oregonian
Snowstorm in Portland

Mark Graves

Wall Of Smoke

Scott Stoddard

Unbearable Loss

Julie Anderson



Best Photo Essay
Division HI

2nd Place

Wilsonville Spokesman

3rd Place
Woodburn Independent

1st Place
The Madras Pioneer
Flying high at the Airshow of the Cascades

Kiva Hanson

Welcome back!

Jaime Valdez

‘This is kind of a scary year’

Jaime Valdez



Best Photo Essay
Division G

2nd Place

Central Oregonian

3rd Place
Lake Oswego Review

1st Place
Lake Oswego Review
Back and better than ever

Mac Larsen

Rodeo

Lon Austin

Welcome back

Jonathan House



Best Photo Essay
Division F

2nd Place

News-Register

1st Place
News-Register
Lunar New Year

Rachel Thompson

WHEEEEE!

Rusty Rae

3rd Place
Forest Grove News Times - Hillsboro Tribune

Beetle battle brings ‘cautionary 

tale’ Jaime Valdez



Best Photo Essay
Division E

2nd Place

Mid-Valley Media

3rd Place
Argus Observer

1st Place
The Astorian
Best Photo Essay - The Astorian

Lukas Prinos

DH GT photo page: Shredding new ground

Jess Hume-Pantuso

Highlights from second annual National Night Out

Leslie Thompson



Best Photo Essay
Division A-B

2nd Place

Eugene Register Guard

3rd Place
The Seattle Times

1st Place
Oregonian
SOLD FOR SEX

Beth Nakamura

‘Un-dam the Klamath’

Chris Pietsch

Slow Burn

Nick Wagner



Best Sports Photo
Division HI

2nd Place

West Linn Tidings

3rd Place
Wilsonville Spokesman

1st Place
The Chronicle
Key play in the game

Craig Strobeck

West Linn opens with 3-1 playoff win

Miles Vance

Wildcats finish their four-peat

Miles Vance



Best Sports Photo
Division G

2nd Place

Central Oregonian

3rd Place
Lake Oswego Review

1st Place
Central Oregonian
Joy of Victory

Lon Austin

Tough Tourney Championship

Lon Austin

All-state football

Miles Vance



Best Sports Photo
Division F

2nd Place

Columbia Gorge News

3rd Place
Columbia Gorge News

1st Place
Columbia Gorge News
Scappoose ends Riverhawk softball season

Noah Noteboom

Eagles play at Portland’s Grant

Noah Noteboom

Sherman sweeps baseball series vs Dufur

Noah Noteboom



Best Sports Photo
Division D-E

2nd Place

Rogue Valley Times

3rd Place
The Astorian

1st Place
Rogue Valley Times
South swats Cleveland to open playoffs

Andy Atkinson

South Medford springs out early

Andy Atkinson

Best sports photo - The Astorian

Lukas Prinos



Best Sports Photo
Division B

2nd Place

Eugene Register Guard

3rd Place
Eugene Register Guard

1st Place
Bend Bulletin
Boys Basketball

Joe Kline

Touchdown dive

Ben Lonergan

Olympian

Chris Pietsch



Best Sports Photo
Division A

2nd Place

The Seattle Times

3rd Place
Grants Pass Daily Courier

1st Place
The Seattle Times
Saving Face

Jennifer Buchanan

Hawks fly

Dean Rutz

A Head-Turning Play

Scott Stoddard



Best Overall Web Site
OPEN

2nd Place

Argus Observer

3rd Place
McKenzie River Reflections

1st Place
Yakima Republic
Yakima Herald-Republic

Staff

Argus Observer website

Staff

McKenzie River Reflections

Staff



Best Overall Web Site
Division A

2nd Place

Oregonian

1st Place
The Seattle Times
The Seattle Times news site

Staff

OregonLive

The Oregonian/OregonLive staff



Best Web Project
OPEN

2nd Place

The Seattle Times

3rd Place
Oregonian

1st Place
Oregonian
SOLD FOR SEX

Hillary Borrud, Mark Friesen, Beth Nakamura

Forest Feud: Washington fight over the old growth of tomorrow

Staff

Portland elections

The Oregonian staff



Best Online Multimedia Element
Division Open

2nd Place

Oregonian

3rd Place
Oregonian

1st Place
Oregonian
Donut voting

Teresa Mahoney, Shane Dixon Kavanaugh

Voting map

The Oregonian/OregonLive staff

Tattoo artists after cancer

Vickie Connor



Best Online Coverage of Breaking News
OPEN

2nd Place

Yakima Republic

3rd Place
The Madras Pioneer

1st Place
The Seattle Times
Boeing blowout breaking news

Staff

Apartment fire in Yakima displaces dozens of people

Donald W. Meyers

Juniper Butte Fire

Kiva Hanson



Best Story of the Year

3rd Place

Yakima Republic

Twin sons’ births a miraculous part of Yakima Valley man’s efforts to turn 
his life around

Tammy Ayer

OPEN



Best Story of the Year

2nd Place

The Seattle Times

Life and Death in 
Yakima

Daniel Beekman

OPEN



Best Story of the Year

1st Place

West Linn Tidings

Finally someone listened’

Holly Bartholomew

OPEN



General Excellence

3rd Place

The Madras Pioneer

Staff

Division G-I



General Excellence

2nd Place

Central Oregonian

Staff

Division G-I



General Excellence

1st Place

Lake Oswego Review

Staff

Division G-I



General Excellence

3rd Place

Columbia Gorge News

CGN STAFF

Division F



General Excellence

2nd Place

Forest Grove News Times, 
Hillsboro Tribune
Staff

Division F



General Excellence

1st Place

McMinnville, News-Register

Staff

Division F



General Excellence

3rd Place

The Astorian

Staff

Division D-E



General Excellence

2nd Place

Argus Observer

Staff

Division D-E



General Excellence

1st Place

Mid-Valley Media

Staff

Division D-E



General Excellence

3rd Place

The Seattle Times

Staff

Division A-B



General Excellence

2nd Place

Salem Statesman Journal

Staff

Division A-B



General Excellence

1st Place

Grants Pass Daily Courier

Staff

Division A-B



Congratulations to all 
our winners and thank 
you for participating in 

the 2025 Pacific NW 
News Contest



2025
Baker Family Public 
Service Journalism  

Award



Baker Family Public Service Journalism
OPEN

3rd Place
Argus Observer

DA orders city to release police body cam footage

Leslie Thompson



Baker Family Public Service Journalism
OPEN

2nd Place
Eugene Weekly

F is For Failure

Eliza Aronson



Baker Family Public Service Journalism
OPEN

1st Place
Oregonian
A CEO’S SECRETS

Noelle Crombie, Mike Rogoway



Thank you for 
attending the 2025 
Pacific NW News 

Contest
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